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IWPS HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT No. 447 

Human Rights Summary: Arrest of 10 adolescents in Hares, Salfit 

Date of incidents:  March 15, 2013 

Place:  Hares, Salfit 

Witnesses:  Families of those arrested 

 

Description of incidents: 

 

At around 18:30 on Thursday, March 14, a woman from an illegal settlement and her three 

daughters were injured in a car accident allegedly caused by stones thrown by Palestinians on 

Route 5 connecting Tel Aviv and Ariel (Salfit governorate).  According to the Israeli website 

Ynet, the truck driver told police at the scene that he pulled over after he heard a thud, 

thinking it was the result of a flat tire. ‘At that point I noticed the stones on the road," the 

driver said, "and when I came back to the truck I realized that the car had crashed into the 

truck and was basically buried under the truck.’ Responding to settlers’ angry reaction to the 

incident, Israeli army set up flying checkpoints on Route 5 and at the entrances of some of the 

Salfit villages near the site of the accident. 

 

   

Site of the accident on Route 5 (Photo by IWPS) 

Following this incident, IWPS team was called by the villagers of Hares to document the 

following facts:  Israeli soldiers came in to the village between 5:00 am and 6:00 am on 

March 15.  A father of a boy who was taken away gave us the following account: 

“About fifty to sixty soldiers arrived at my home and knocked at the door, hitting it hard and 

shouting loudly. While I was trying to tell them ‘Wait a minute, I’m opening it,’ the soldiers 

broke open the iron door. Two of the soldiers were masked, and they were accompanied by 

two dogs. They demanded to know the whereabouts of my fifteen year-old son, so I called 

him from upstairs where he was sleeping.” 

The son came down in his pajamas, and the soldiers immediately took him outside, made him 

stand against the wall, and proceeded to blindfold and handcuff him. One of the soldiers was 

holding him from the collar of his shirt, while four others were surrounding him. The father 

tried to go out to comfort his frightened son, but he was prevented by the soldiers, at gun 

point, to get back into the house. He only managed to bring shoes for his son, before they 

took him away. They also took the son’s ID. 

The father told us that none of his children had previously been arrested by the army. He 

mentioned that his wife is bedridden because of her health issues, also implying that the 
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shock of what happened had great impact on her.  The family did not know where his son had 

been taken.   

  

The iron door broken open by the soldiers (Photo by IWPS) 

The IWPS team managed to talk to another family whose son was also arrested. The families 

live on the same street. The father of this boy told us that his son is fifteen years-old and that 

he is even too young to have his own ID yet.  His son and the previous boy are classmates.  

He added that neither this son nor any of his other children had been arrested previously.  

At the time of the invasion, ten family members were sleeping upstairs. They did not hear the 

soldiers break down the door.  All of sudden, as our storyteller awoke in his bed, he realized 

that he was surrounded by the soldiers in his own bedroom. The soldiers were violent and 

rough, shouting and frightening the family. His son was taken away by the soldiers in his 

shorts. The father was allowed to provide the boy with a pair of shoes, but they did not allow 

any other provisions. The soldiers told him that they would take him “to the detectives” for 

investigation.  

While the soldiers were still inside the house, they interrogated another son, who is twelve 

years-old, inquiring about his name, his activities and so on. They also took his photo.  

The father said that the army took a piece of paper from his ID that listed the names of all of 

his children.  He also said that the soldiers brought with them a paper with a list of children 

they were looking for. He mentioned that all of the boys arrested are friends and most of them 

school classmates. He did not know where his son had been taken. 

Additionally, Israel soldiers also raided the neighboring village, Kifl Hares and arrested two 

teenagers who were released soon after.  However, one of them was subsequently taken to a 

hospital because he had been seriously beaten. 

Our village contact, who informed us of the arrests, told us that a local resident had followed 

the army bus that took the ten children and had seen that they were taken to Huwwara 

military base (south of Nablus). He speculated that they will be kept there for two days at the 

hands of the soldiers in order to weaken them and make them more vulnerable, before taking 

them to the military court on Sunday, or for more interrogation. He was afraid that the kids 
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may be pressured to “confess” that they threw the stones that are said to have caused the car 

accident, which may lead to their imprisonment for up to 10 years. 

It was speculated that the list with the boys’ names was provided to the army by the Shabak, 

based on information given by Palestinian local informants.  

As of Saturday, March 16, the boys have been separated in pairs, and two of them were 

transferred to Jalame interrogation center in Israel; it is not clear where exactly the others 

were taken, and apparently some remain in Huwwara military base (there is no certainty 

about the numbers).  

According to a report released early this month by UNICEF, Palestinian children detained by 

the Israeli military are subject to widespread, systematic ill-treatment that violates 

international law. 

The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) estimated that 700 Palestinian children aged 

12-17, most of them boys, are arrested, interrogated and detained by the Israeli military, 

police and security agents every year in the occupied West Bank. 

UNICEF said it had identified some examples of practices that "amount to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment according to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

and the Convention against Torture". 

According to the report, ill-treatment of Palestinian minors typically begins with the arrest 

itself, often carried out in the middle of the night by heavily armed soldiers, and continuing 

all the way through prosecution and sentencing. 

"The pattern of ill-treatment includes ... the practice of blindfolding children and tying their 

hands with plastic ties, physical and verbal abuse during transfer to an interrogation site, 

including the use of painful restraints," the report said. 

It said minors, most of whom are arrested for throwing stones, suffer physical violence and 

threats during their interrogation, are coerced into confession and do not have immediate 

access to a lawyer or family during questioning. 

"Treatment inconsistent with child rights continues during court appearances, including 

shackling of children, denial of bail and imposition of custodial sentences and transfer of 

children outside occupied Palestinian territory to serve their sentences inside Israel," the 

report said. 

Such practices "appear to be widespread, systematic and institutionalized", it added. 

UNICEF based its findings on more than 400 cases documented since 2009 as well as legal 

papers, reports by governmental and non-governmental groups and interviews with 

Palestinian minors and with Israeli and Palestinian officials and lawyers. (Maayan Lubell, 

Reuters, March 6).  

See a video from Defense of Children International–Palestine section on children under 

detention: “Alone”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2f5tPd3NtF0 

 

#ENDS# 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/06/us-palestinians-israel-children-idUSBRE9250D520130306
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2f5tPd3NtF0

