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IWPS HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT No. 452 

Human Rights Summary: Arbitrary arrests of minors  

Date of incidents: 21 March, 2013 

Place: Hares, Salfit 

Witnesses: Families of detainees 

 

Description of incidents: 

 
According to the testimony of the boys' family, the children returned from school with their 

uncle and were eating lunch when four army jeeps approached the house. Approximately 20-

25 soldiers entered the home through a door that was left open. The soldiers ordered all of the 

children in the house to exit into the front yard. The children were lined up in front of the 

soldiers and even the youngest of the children, age six, were made to put their hands behind 

their backs as if under arrest. The boys’ uncles who were present, one of which is a local 

school teacher, objected to the detention of the younger children, who were visibly 

traumatised. Both uncles were then assaulted by the soldiers, who pushed them with their 

guns, held them at gunpoint and threatened them with arrest. 

After nearly 10 minutes, the soldiers pointed out the three eldest boys from the group. The 17 

year old boy protested the treatment of his younger brother. In response, one soldier pushed 

the end of his gun into the boy’s neck. Each boy was handcuffed behind his back and 

blindfolded. The three youth, ages 13, 14 and 17 are all students at the local boy’s school 

secondary. While the army was present, none of the boys were referenced by name and it 

appears that they were chosen at random. Their parents were not given a reason for their 

detainment. When asked, the soldiers stated that the boys were being taken for questioning 

and would be returned in one hour. None of the boys has a history of arrest. The family has 

no information about the whereabouts of their children, though under Israeli law, minors 

must have a parent present during questioning.  

Ten people live in the house. The parents stated that they no longer feel comfortable leaving 

their children at home, nor do they feel comfortable leaving the house for work.  

Hares is a village in Salfit governorate, approximately 24 kilometers southwest of Nablus, 

and has a population of 3,500 people. Hares village has suffered from land confiscation from 

the nearby illegal settlements of Barqan, Ariel, Revava, and Qiryat Netafim. In the past week, 

11 boys from Hares have been imprisoned at Huwarra and Al-Jalame prisons following a 

serious car accident in which stone-throwing was implicated. At present, five boys have been 

released. Two of the boys were released after paying 6,000 NIS each, and three others were 

released without charges.  

On Sunday 24 March the boys’ family learnt that they had been taken to Megiddo prison in 

Israel proper.  
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