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Thursday 28 January, 2016 was the day when the five youth known internationally as the Hares 
Boys were officially sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment in an Israeli occupation prison, by an 
Israeli occupation military court, in a land occupied by Israel. 

The sentence was announced following almost three years of uncertainty since Mohammed 
Suleiman, Mohammed Kleib, Ali Shamlawi, Tamer Souf and Ammar Souf – residents of Hares 
village in the West Bank of Palestine – were arrested and accused of 'attempted murder' by stone-
throwing after an illegal Israeli settler car crashed into a truck parked on a road next to their village. 
That was mid-March 2013, light years away when you are 16 years old and locked up in an 
occupation dungeon for a car accident you had nothing to do with; a crime that never happened.

Thursday's sentencing was a plea deal offered by the Israeli military prosecutor that involved 'fines' 
of NIS 30,000 (appr. €7,100 or $7,750) per boy to be paid to the settler driver as 'compensation'. 
One of her daughters died two years after the crash from pneumonia complications attributed to 
neurological damage experienced during the accident. Failure to accept the deal, it was implied, 
would result in extended prison sentences. The boys' families felt they had no choice but to accept. 
“We took the bad to avoid the worst,” they said in their despair.

Almost three years of legal battles in military courts that have a record of convicting Palestinians at 
a rate very close to 100%. 

Almost three years of military court 'hearings' that last just a few minutes, conducted by Israeli 
military personnel in Hebrew, a language neither the boys nor their families understand; the soldier-
translator would rarely do their job properly and would instead prefer to play with their phone.

Almost three years of dozens – well over 100 – such 'hearings' in metal cages that pass for a House 
of Justice, only to find out that your incarceration is prolonged once again.

Almost three years knowing that you 'confessed', under torture, of throwing stones at settler cars, 
that you 'confessed' after being beaten up and psychologically intimidated, and spending days in 
solitary confinement without access to a lawyer, and that this 'confession' is the only 'evidence' the 
military tribunal has against you, yet that it would probably be enough for them to convict you. 

Almost three years of mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers not knowing whether you would be 
home for the next Ramadan or to finish your high school exams. Not knowing when they could 
finally hug you and talk to you without a broken telephone through a dirty glass window.

Almost three years of international efforts to bring the case of the Hares Boys to the eyes and 
consciences of those in power, and to demand justice. We invited you to protest, organize 
demonstrations, write to your MPs, write to your embassy in Tel Aviv, attend military court 
'hearings', collect money to help the families deal with the financial burden, to spread the message 
about the injustice being committed to these young lives of Palestine. And you responded, in your 
hundreds and in your thousands, from Costa Rica to France, from Mexico to Britain. We thank you 
for that. You've been a lifeline of support to the boys' families in such devastating time. 

But the fight is not over. 

If we stop demanding justice, five young men are to spend the next 15 years of their lives in prison. 
For them and other prisoners, their families, communities and their people, we must continue the 
struggle.

We invite you all, wherever you are, to join hands with us, to strengthen the efforts to achieve 
justice and FREEDOM for the five youth of Hares, Palestine. 


