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IWPS HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT No. 458 

Human Rights Summary: Military court hearing for Hares arrest  

Date of incidents: 9 April, 2013 

Place: Salem military court 

Witnesses: Family of detainee, IWPS  

 

Description of incidents: 

 
IWPS attended the Salem military court for the hearing of one 16 year old boy arrested in 

Hares in March in a night raid by the army. He has been detained in connection with a car 

accident that took place in mid-March in which the young child of a settler was critically 

injured. It is alleged that the accident was caused by youths throwing stones. This is a high 

profile case which has been widely covered by the Israeli media and has involved the Israeli 

Prime Minister.  

This boy has been in detention since the early hours of March 17 and he is believed to have 

signed a confession. He has not been charged as of April 11. 

The hearing took place at Salem Military Court. The family was not informed of the time of 

his hearing and was therefore required to arrive early at the court. The family waited for 

several hours for their son’s name to be called. When this did not happen, the family was 

eventually allowed through to the court reception area in order to be searched, where they 

were required to wait for more time. The family therefore missed the opportunity to be 

present at the hearing and the mother did not manage to see her son.  

The boy’s father arrived in the court in time to have brief contact with his son. He described 

seeing his son ‘weeping and weeping.’ He said his son told him that he had been beaten in 

jail. He says a soldier held a hand to his throat and that he was forced to sign a confession 

with one hand cuffed to chair. He maintained that he was not in the vicinity at the time of the 

accident. His detention was extended for a further five days. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child defines anyone under the age of 18 as a child. 

Adameer, the prisoner’s rights organization, reports that approximately 700 Palestinian under 

the age of 18 are arrested each year and prosecuted in military courts after being arrested, 

interrogated and detained by the Israeli army. It also reports that children are regularly 

coerced into confessions that then serve as the primary evidence against them in court. 
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