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IWPS HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT No. 461 

Human Rights Summary: Arrest of three adolescents in Hares  

Date of incidents: 9 April, 2013 

Place: Hares, Salfit 

Witnesses: Family of arrested minor  

 

Description of incidents: 

 

On 9 April 2013, the IWPS team was notified of the arrest of three teenagers from Hares 

village. The team interviewed the family of one of the adolescents and learned the details of 

his arrest.  

At 2:00 a.m., approximately 70 Israeli soldiers, along with 4 attack dogs, broke open the 

metal door of the neighboring house, which belongs to the boy's uncle. The owner of the 

house stated that he awoke suddenly and thought that someone was trying to break into his 

home. When he confronted the soldiers, they demanded to know where his brother's house 

was and to come inside. The man refused, stating that he has three young children who were 

sleeping. The commander did not believe the man and pushed his way into the home, only 

leaving after he entered the room of the sleeping youngest child.  

After leaving the neighboring home, the soldiers broke open the metal gate of the boy's 

family house, entered and demanded that the family go outside into the yard. The family 

protested, as they also have young children including an eight year old. Eventually the 

children were allowed to stay inside while the adults went outside.  

The army commander asked for the 16 year old son by name and showed a paper with his 

name written on it in Hebrew. Two soldiers entered the house and went into the room where 

the boy was sleeping and demanded that he get dressed. The boy was taken outside, 

handcuffed, blindfolded and put into the military jeep.  

According to the boy's father, the commander stated 

that the boy was being arrested based on information 

gathered during interrogations at Al-Jalame 

Interrogation Center/Prison. The boy has no history 

of arrest and is currently employed as a construction 

worker. After the boy was taken, the father received a 

phone call from the Israeli army stating that his son 

was in Megiddo prison and will remain there for 8 

days until his court hearing on 17 April.  

Hares village has suffered from repeated night raids 

and arrests of minors following a March 14 car 

accident involving settlers from the nearby illegal 

settlement of Yakir. Following the accident, 16 boys 

were arrested and interrogated under the suspicion of 

throwing stones, six of which currently remain 

imprisoned inside Israel. 

The movement of individuals to prisons inside Israel 

is in contravention of the fourth Geneva Convention, 

article 76 which states that individuals detained or 

arrested in occupied territories cannot be transferred 
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beyond the boundaries of the territory in question. Defense for Children International (DCI) 

recently reported that nearly 60 percent of Palestinian children arrested by the Israeli army 

are transferred to prisons inside Israel. Detention outside of the Occupied Territories nearly 

ensures that family members will not be able to visit the children due to restrictions imposed 

upon freedom of movement by the Israeli occupation. 

Furthermore, keeping minors (below 18 years old) detained in the same prisons as adults is 

also a contravention of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

. 

 

 

#ENDS# 


