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INTRODUCTION

Hello and welcome,
The following pages will not be easy to read for any conscientious person who lives with respect for humanity 
in a world that is increasingly more oppressive and less free. For it is not a happy story we are telling. 

Political imprisonment is not a happy story to live, but it is lived every day by thousands of people, be it in 
London, Rio de Janeiro, Cairo, or Jerusalem. Political imprisonment of someone who has not yet celebrated 
their 21st birthday, a youth condemned to a decade and a half of imprisonment in a dungeon operated by a 
colonial entity that is ethnically cleansing your homeland – that is not a happy story to live. But it is a true 
story.

This is the story of the Hares Boys, five youth from the village of Hares in the West Bank of Palestine, who 
were abducted from their homes by the Israeli army in March 2013 and forced to endure torture, abuse, and 
eventually a decision by a military court that sent them to 15 years in prison. No witnesses to their alleged 
crime, no evidence against them; but none of that stops a military court system that convicts indigenous 
Palestinians at a 99.7% rate.

The Hares Boys case is important not only because every case of political imprisonment is important; it is 
exceptional because the five youth are the first young Palestinians to be sentenced to such long years in 
prison for stone-throwing - the official charge being ‘manslaughter’. The danger is that this case could set a 
precedent and send other kids to prison for years and years, regardless if they pick up a stone and throw it 
or not. Especially now that the Zionist regime has passed a law that allows for 20 years’ imprisonment for 
stone-throwing (the law is only applicable to Palestinian people, not Jewish Israelis).

At the same time, what the Hares Boys are going through is not an exception in Palestine under Zionism, 
but a constant reality. At any given time, around 7,000 natives of Palestine are being locked up in Zionist 
dungeons. Several hundred of them are children. Stories of their kidnap, interrogation, abuse, forced 
‘confessions’ are all too common, following the same pattern of terror designed to disempower the native 
population and break its will. 

That is why with this e-book (which you are most welcome to print out and share with others) we aim 
to add to the pool of tools for activists worldwide in our struggle against colonialism, apartheid, political 
imprisonment, and state terrorism. Here we provide an analysis of the case in the context of the Zionist 
military system that Palestinians are subjected to. As people who have been following closely the Hares 
Boys case and their experiences in the Zionist system since their abduction, we feel it is our moral duty and 
human responsibility to keep record. So that their story doesn’t fade into history no one would remember. 
So that the injustice committed against them is exposed time and time again, while the boys themselves 
remain in that brown prison uniform. So that we don’t say that we didn’t know, because we do.

We sincerely hope that by the time you finish reading this, you will be seriously enraged. How is it possible 
that five teens get 15 years in prison for a crime that never happened?
Rage against injustice is a powerful force. May it be unleashed and may it stay with you.

See you on the frontlines.
The Hares Boys campaign team

Hailing from three continents, having met in Palestine, united in our struggle for freedom. 
Because remember: No-one is truly free, until all are.
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Tamer Souf’s school
books and his blue backpack remain on his bed.

Mohammed Kleib
comes from a big family. Most of his siblings 
are kindergarten-age.

Ali Shamlawi
is an avid dabkeh dancer and football player.

Ammar Souf’s mattress
in his parents’ house is decorated with roses.

Mohammed Suleiman’s 
sister Yasmin looks very much like her brother.
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PART ONE

THE HARES BOYS: WHO, WHAT, HOW?
13 March 2013
Spring is about to return to Palestine, with fewer rains and the hills turning green in the sun. Life in the 
village of Hares goes on as usual. Teenagers are busy getting ready for their final exams that will take place 
in a couple of months. It gets dark at around 6 pm, but there is still plenty of time after school to play 
football.

14 March 2013 
At around 18:30 a car crashes into the back of a truck on Road 5 in Salfit Governorate, near the villages of 
Hares and Kifl Hares. One of the driver’s daughters is seriously injured. The driver, illegal Israeli settler-
colonist Adva Biton, was on her way back to the illegal colony of Yakir from another colony called Ariel 
when the accident occurred. When the police arrives she tells them that Palestinians have thrown stones 
but later changes testimony, claiming that ‘huge building blocks’ were hurled at her car. No such blocks were 
ever found, and how one could hurl a heavy rock from a hill down on a fast-driving car remains a mystery 
that no Israeli investigator tries to solve. The driver of the truck, having testified right after the accident that 
he had pulled over because of a flat tire, later changes his mind and says he had seen stones by the road. In 
Palestine there are stones everywhere. 

There are no other witnesses to the car accident. Nobody had seen any children or youth throwing stones 
that day. 
Israeli settlers start making noise in the Zionist media and demand that  ‘Arabs’ be punished. No investigation 
has yet taken place at this time, but in the Zionist mind the culprits are already found. The Israeli government 
and the army feel pressure to respond.

15 March 2013 
In the middle of the night, masked Israeli soldiers, some with attack dogs, storm the villages of Hares and 
Kifl Hares. More than 50 soldiers break people’s doors, demanding the whereabouts of their teenage sons. 
Ten boys are arrested, blindfolded, handcuffed, and transferred to an unknown location. The families are not 
informed of their sons’ alleged wrongdoings.

17 March 2013 
A second wave of violent arrests takes place. At around 3 o’clock in the morning, the Israeli army, accompanied 
by the Shabak (Israeli secret service), enters numerous homes by force. After pushing all family members 
into one room, taking away their phones so that they wouldn’t call for help, and interrogating them, soldiers 
handcuff their sons, all aged 16-17. “Kiss and hug your mother goodbye,” a Shabak agent says to one boy. 
“You may never see her again.” In total, 19 minors are abducted since the settler car accident. Later most of 
them are released, except for five, who remain in prison and are now known as the Hares Boys.

March-April 2013 
The arrested boys are subjected to a series of abuse and ill-behaviour that accounts to torture. Upon 
detention, they are kept in solitary confinement for up to two weeks. A typical cell, as described by one 
minor, is a windowless hole 1 meter wide and 2 meters long with no mattress or blanket, dirty toilet facilities, 
inadequate and unhygienic food, and six lights kept on continuously, leading to the abducted losing track of 
the time of the day. 
The Hares Boys are denied lawyers for days, in contradiction to Israel’s own laws; during their interrogations 
no adult is present, again in contradiction to Israel’s own laws. Eventually, following weeks of beatings, 
isolation, and psychological violence, the five teens  sign ‘confessions’ of stone-throwing at settler cars; the 
papers are in Hebrew, a language the youth do not understand. Some report signing it with their hands 
locked to a chair.
Meanwhile, around 60 Israeli colonists start claiming that they, too, had stones thrown at their cars on 
Road 5 that day. There were no such reports at the time. Car insurance is mandatory to all Israeli-registered 
vehicles.
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Road 5, where the settler car accident took place.

The army closing the entrance to Hares few days after the car 
accident

Israeli army attacking Hares and Kifl Hares villages after the settler car accident.
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29 April 2013 
The Israeli military prosecutor submits an indictment containing 25 charges of attempted murder for each of 
the boys, apparently for every stone thrown. The sentence could lead to decades in prison.

11 June 2013 
The Shamlawi family is allowed their first 45-minute visit with their son, Ali, facilitated by the Red Cross. 
They are separated by a glass window, not allowed to touch him. Other four families have not yet been 
given permission to see their sons. They will only months later, and only for certain family members. Some 
siblings are not allowed to see their brothers at all.

April 2013 – January 2016 
Numerous (well over 100) ‘hearings’ are set for each of the five youth at Israeli military court in Salem, an 
hour’s drive from their home village. Most of the ‘hearings’ last only 5-10 minutes, during which the date 
for the next ‘hearing’ is announced. Very few ‘hearings’ contain witnesses’ testimonies and they bear little 
resemblance to legal due process, with the ‘judges’ constantly looking at their phones or leaving the room 
while the defense lawyer is speaking. 
The Israeli military court is a cluster of metal boxes that serve as courtrooms, with family members locked in 
a cage to wait for their loved one’s turn which may come and may not. Several times international observers 
are present, who later report being intimidated by soldiers; once a representative from the British Foreign 
Office attends, accompanied by a person from the Israeli Ministry of Interior. Court sessions are held in 
Hebrew, a language neither the accused nor their families understand.

15 March 2014 
Activists in London and several other locations organize actions to mark the 1st anniversary of the Hares 
Boys’ abduction and imprisonment.

June 2014 
Ali’s mother Neimeh Shalawi travels to Britain to meet Members of the British Parliament and other 
politicians, at the invitation of Watford Friends of Salfit solidarity group. Concerned MPs promise to follow 
the Boys’ case.

February 2015 
Adele Biton, the daughter of the settler car driver injured during the car accident, dies from pneumonia 
complications. This would allow the Israeli military prosecutor to change charges from ‘attempted murder’ 
to ‘murder’. The boys’ families are terrified it would send their sons to life in prison.

15 March 2015 
People all over the world organize actions to mark the 2nd anniversary of the Hares Boys’ abduction and 
imprisonment.

November 2015
The boys’ families are forced to accept a plea deal imposed by the Israeli military prosecutor which would 
turn the charges to manslaughter. They are to pay NIS 30,000 (US $ 7,750) each as a ‘compensation’ to the 
settler who crashed her car under a truck. The families are given until 28 January 2016 to collect the money; 
failure to do so, it is implied, would result in harsher sentences. The current ‘offer’ stands at 15 years in 
prison. Families appeal for international support to collect the money.

28 January 2016 
Israeli military judge announces that the five youth from Hares are being sentenced to 15 years imprisonment 
for manslaughter. As the years of the sentence count since the day of indictment, the Hares Boys are set to 
be released in 2028, when they are 30-31 years old.

15 March 2016 
Third anniversary of the Hares Boys’ abduction and imprisonment. Twelve more to live in captivity for a 
crime that never happened.
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PART TWO

WHAT WENT WRONG?

While we were putting this book together we asked ourselves: how do we describe what went wrong? What 
makes this case an outrage? What about it was illegal and immoral? Soon we realized that  these questions 
are difficult to answer, simply because everything went wrong for the Hares Boys. 

Yet for the Israeli apartheid regime, everything is going quite well. The imprisonment of Palestinian children 
functions as a key mechanism to control the entire population of historic Palestine. When Mohammed 
Suleiman was arrested, the army forced four children from his village to watch him being beaten before 
taking him away. It was a warning: Next time it could be you. 
As for the legal aspects of this case, it is safe to say that international conventions seeking to prevent or 
outlaw this criminal behavior, such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, have been trampled 
on, unceremoniously violated again and again. Human rights law, out the window. In this section we intend 
to describe what we know of the Hares Boys’ experiences from the time of their arrest to the present. Using 
testimony from their sworn affidavits, information from their families and from human rights organizations 
in Palestine, we hope to illuminate how these injustices happen and how deeply they affect the lives of those 
children trapped in the military prison system.

In March 2013, each of the Hares Boys was taken in the middle of the night by a swarm of masked soldiers 
armed with guns and attack dogs. Their families were traumatized, forced into one room of their homes 
while they waited to see which brother or son would be taken. Ammar Souf was sharing a room with his 
nine-year-old brother Moath and eight-year-old sister Ayat, when the army began banging on the door. 
Tamer Souf had been worried that he would be arrested. Two of his friends had already been taken by 
the army on the night of the car accident. Ammar Souf’s mother made him hide, as she knew what such 
a late night visit usually entailed. He surfaced from his hiding place when he could no longer listen to the 
frightened screams of his siblings. 

The boys were blindfolded and whisked away, their hands cuffed behind their backs, dragged or carried to 
military jeeps when they stumbled or were pushed to the ground. From there some were taken to army 
bases, others to police stations at nearby settlements. In the time it took for Tamer to be taken from his 
home to Yakir colony, he was beaten with a soldier’s rifle and his mouth and nose were bloodied. Ammar 
and Ali were both thrown to the floor of the military jeep and beaten by the soldiers sitting above them 
for the duration of the trip. While at these army bases and colony police stations, each of the boys was 
strip-searched and beaten again by soldiers. They were not allowed to use the bathroom for hours and were 
denied food and water. They weren’t informed of the charges against them, left to wonder all night and 
into the next day what they possibly could have done. From there they were transferred to Al-Jalame, a 
notorious interrogation center near Jenin. It was only then that Ali Shamlawi’s parents received word about 
his whereabouts. “Your son is in Al-Jalame”, and then, nothing. 

The Hares Boys fared no better at Al-Jalame, where they were strip-searched again upon arrival, denied food 
and water and placed in solitary confinement. The physical and psychological torture increased and without 
the counsel of parents or lawyers, the 16-year-olds were left completely alone to fend for themselves. The 
solitary confinement cells were kept extremely cold and the lights were constantly left on, making it difficult 
to judge the passing of time.
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At random times, each boy was taken for interrogation, most of which lasted for several hours. As a 2016 
report by Defense for Children International-Palestine states, Palestinian children have basically one (and 
only one) right while under arrest: to have access to a lawyer before interrogation. The Hares Boys were 
consistently denied this right over and over again, as are 97% of the children included in the DCI-Palestine 
study. They were not informed of their right to even have a lawyer present, though several asked for one 
during their interrogations. Instead they were forced to sit in stress positions for extended periods of time, 
handcuffed to a chair by their hands and feet, beaten, and threatened with physical and sexual violence.
During his interrogation, Ali Shamlawi was told that if he did not confess, soldiers would torture his mother 
and ruin the lives of his family members; a completely credible threat to a child who grew up surrounded 
by the Israeli army and colonies. An interrogator brought up the torture and murder of Arafat Jaradat at 
Megiddo prison in the month preceding the boys’ arrest to Mohammed Kleib, saying, “I’m sure you’ve heard 
of the detainee from Hebron who died in prison. I’ll kill you like we killed him if you don’t confess.” He was 
also told, after being denied food for an extended period of time, that if he did not confess the soldiers 
wouldn’t care if he starved to death. In a particularly sickening incident, one of the boys was forced to 
stand silently behind a door and listen while another boy falsely incriminated him for throwing stones, a 
declaration itself coerced through torture. 

In addition to outright physical violence, the Israeli military interrogators used a number of psychological 
threats to elicit the boys’ confessions. They often stated that the other youth had already confessed and 
implicated the boy being questioned. If that boy did not also confess, he would receive a much longer 
prison sentence than the others. Several of the boys were placed in cells with older prisoners who counseled 
them to confess to avoid a more serious punishment; unbeknownst to the boys, these men were acting as 
informants and handed over written accounts of their conversations to the army. 

In the end, Israeli military interrogators coerced a confession from each of the Hares Boys, as they do for 
90% of children held in solitary confinement. In fact, 99.3% of children in the aforementioned DCI-Palestine 
study took a plea deal. Ammar said that he confessed because he “didn’t want to suffer anymore”. Tamer said 
that he confessed because he was scared. Mohammed Suleiman confessed so that the soldiers would stop 
beating him and was forced to sign a statement in Hebrew. Ali confessed after being beaten and repeatedly 
told that the other boys implicated him. Mohammed Kleib confessed after being repeatedly beaten and 
thrown in solitary confinement for refusing to admit to something that he did not do. All of the boys have 
since proclaimed their innocence again and again. 

Throughout the unfolding of the case, numerous laws and policies were violated, from the level of 
international law all the way down to Israeli law. Ali and Ammar were each handcuffed with a single plastic 
cord, a practice which is prohibited under Israeli military regulations. Several of the boys were forced to ride 
on the floor of the military jeep at which time they were beaten; both of these practices violate international 
human rights standards. In addition to the outright illegal behaviors practiced by the Israeli military in this 
case, there are also the horrendous acts that are made legal by the nightmare that is the military court 
system, including the extended imprisonment due to ‘security concerns’, the refusal of legal counsel due to 
‘security concerns’, etc. 

In the end, what laws are we appealing to for justice? Have any laws, whether Israeli or international human 
rights, done anything to protect these boys? What effective mechanisms should be put in action in order to 
enforce the laws?

At present, there are five youth in an Israeli prison who were prosecuted by a system that presumes them 
guilty rather than innocent by using ‘evidence’ obtained by torture and coercion to convict them. Five young 
men who were an easy scapegoat for a tragic accident, whose ‘confessions’ were easier to accept than the 
difficult truth.

We continue to ask ourselves what went wrong. Or rather, what actually went right, if anything…

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20160414-new-report-palestinian-children-in-israeli-military-detention-experience-violence-coerced-confessions/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20160414-new-report-palestinian-children-in-israeli-military-detention-experience-violence-coerced-confessions/
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PART THREE

WHAT WENT RIGHT?

?
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PART FOUR

CONTEXTUAL CASE ANALYSIS

Malak was 14 when she was sentenced to 4 months in Israeli prison; a Palestinian boy with anemia, also 14, 
was too sentenced  to 4 months, without being allowed to see his family or get medical treatment; 12-year-
old Deema from occupied Al-Khalil (Hebron) was convicted by an Israeli military judge to spend several 
months imprisoned, only to come out with the eyes of an 80-year-old who has experienced things no child 
should ever experience. There is 13-year-old Ahmad Manasra, shot, threatened and abused at the hands of 
adult Israelis, violently interrogated, shackled to a hospital bed with handcuffs. He was sentenced to 12 years 
in prison although he harmed no one. And there is also 14-year-old Muawiya Alqam, who in July 2016 was 
sentenced to six-and-a-half years in prison, after being accused of carrying out a stab attack with his 12-year-
old cousin in Jerusalem. There are the hundreds of minors who have been, and are, imprisoned by Israel; the 
vast majority of them, for alleged stone-throwing. 

In this context, however, the Hares Boys case is unique in the sense that the five are the only Palestinian 
youngsters (so far) who received a 15-year prison sentence for alleged stone-throwing. The danger here is 
that the Hares Boys case becomes a precedent in Zionist military ‘courts’ that would allow military ‘judges’ 
to condemn Palestinian minors to long years of imprisonment on stone-throwing charges. So far, minors 
accused of throwing stones were convicted to 3-6 months in prison, up to 2 years. 

The case is also special for a number of additional factors involved, resulting in its strong politicization 
from the very beginning. Among them: the pressure exerted by the illegal Israeli colonists on the Israeli 
government and media; the backup they received from top-level Zionist politicians as a result; the role 
played by the Israeli media, putting the blame on innocent children just because they are Palestinian and 
somebody had to pay; and the general mood prevailing in Israeli society –fueled by the media and incitement 
from officials– in favor of implementing tougher legal and judicial measures to punish Palestinians who dare 
to ‘attack’ them. 

https://haresboys.wordpress.com/media/israeli-media-coverage-lynch-mob/
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Back in March 2013, immediately after the car accident that sent the Hares Boys to prison, Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu stated publicly that it was a terrorist attack intended to kill Jewish Israelis, 
even before any investigation into the accident had taken place (the result of which was a media lynch 
mob). This set the mood in the Israeli public opinion and put pressure on its military to find and punish 
someone; to make someone guilty. 

As we stated in our press release of February, 2015, after the settler driver’s young daughter Adele Biton died 
of pneumonia, two years after the car accident: “There are worrying signs that the Hares Boys are victims of 
a much larger political game aimed at fortifying right-wing positions before the upcoming elections” (held 
in March 2015, where Netanyahu was re-elected). Among those measures we mentioned also the facts that 
the settler car driver Adva Biton appealed to Netanyahu to allow the burial of her daughter to take place 
in the illegal colony of Yakir, where Adele lived and where initially permission to bury her was denied; and 
that high-level Israeli politicians at the time, such as Knesset speaker Yuli Edelstein and Economy minister 
(and chairman of the right-wing Jewish Home party) Naftali Bennett attended the funeral and made public 
comments regarding ‘terrorism’. Such behavior from top shots in the Israeli official political landscape clearly 
intends to send a message that the illegal settler community has a strong back-up; and to use the occasion to 
further incite against the Palestinians, as well as strengthen the climate of fear that is controlling the Israeli 
society.

The essence of military rule is arbitrariness and total discretion of those who hold the power. No matter 
the legal façade it may have, a military regime –and even more so when it is a colonial power supported 
by most other world powers– is driven by one criterion: to annihilate the ‘enemy’ by all means available. In 
May 2016, leading Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem announced that, after engaging  in ‘dialogue’ 
with Israel’s military law enforcement system for 25 years, it decided to end it, acknowledging that there is 
no point in seeking accountability from the army, and therefore such ‘dialogue’ only serves as a fig leaf that 
gives legitimacy to an illegitimate regime which is only interested in covering up its crimes. In its statement, 
B’Tselem described the structural failures in the nature and functioning of such system that makes it 
impossible to bring about justice for its Palestinian victims: “The experience we have gained, on which we 
base the conclusions presented in this report, has brought us to the realization that there is no longer any 
point in pursuing justice and defending human rights by working with a system whose real function is 
measured by its ability to continue to successfully cover up unlawful acts and protect perpetrators.”

https://haresboys.wordpress.com/media/israeli-media-coverage-lynch-mob/
https://haresboys.wordpress.com/media/israeli-media-coverage-lynch-mob/
http://www.btselem.org/publications/summaries/201605_occupations_fig_leaf
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PART FIVE

LIFE IN PRISON / LIFE WITH A CHILD PRISONER

When a child is imprisoned, they do not serve their sentences alone. While only they themselves can fully 
understand the terrors that exist inside the Israeli prison system, their families are also dragged along an 
unknown path full of despair, confusion and torment. 

Empty beds and Barcelona Football Club t-shirts in a closed wardrobe; school books unopened in a backpack 
carried so many times before to a school desk that, too, is now empty. Favourite meals prepared by the 
mother, to be eaten by siblings who have had their brother stolen from them. The first Ramadan break of 
fast without a son; then the second, and the third… Lemon trees unwatered, waiting. The whole family, 
waiting. 

A human being torn out from their 
environment, missing in the lives 
of those who love them. Missing 
on the natural flow of their own 
life, too.

If one were to imagine a place 
which is the least conducive to 
learning, feelings of safety and 
freedom for a teenager, prison 
would be it, particularly if that 
teenager happens to be Palestinian 
in an Israeli occupation prison. 
At the beginning of 2016, more 
than 400 Palestinian children 
and teenagers were incarcerated 
in Israeli prisons; these numbers 
are constantly changing, as Israel 
kidnaps more children, or releases 
those it has already traumatized. 

The Hares Boys’ experiences in 
both the court and prison systems 
are fairly similar to those of other 
incarcerated Palestinian youth, 
though the length of possible 
sentencing and pre-sentencing 
incarceration were much greater. 
It was nearly three years before 
the boys received their sentences 
of 15 years and a fine of 30,000 
NIS each, throughout which time 
they were forced to attend more 
than 100 court hearings. Under 
Israeli military law, the state has 
one year to complete its legal case 
against Palestinian minors; however O
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through an appeals process, detention can 
be repeatedly and indefinitely extended in 
3-month increments, as was the case with 
the Hares Boys for two additional years.

Like 60 per cent of their peers, they were 
sent to prison inside the 1948 territories 
of Palestine (present-day Israel), which 
is in direct violation of Article 76 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, and makes 
it much harder to visit the imprisoned. 
It’s a punishment for the families. Family 
members who were able to travel made 
the long trip to Al-Jalame or Megiddo 
prisons near Jenin, either in private cars or 
carpooling with other families that were 
attending court hearings in Salem. The 
disruption to their everyday lives –the care 
of other children, the need to work, to do 
daily household chores– came second to the 
need to see their imprisoned youth, though 
no physical contact was ever allowed, no 
hugs between mothers and sons. 

Most of the court experience is spent waiting. 
Both those imprisoned and their families 
may know the date of a court hearing but 
are not informed of the time. Several of the 
Hares Boys’ families recounted traveling 
in the early hours of the morning only to 
spend the entire day at the court waiting to 
see their sons. Neimeh Shamlawi recalled 
traveling to the court only to be told that 
her son was not there, that she would not be 
seeing him that day. No explanations are ever given, as the court itself is administered by Israeli soldiers who 
have little or no incentive to offer a kind gesture. On the days that family members successfully make it into 
the court hearing, they still gain little valuable information. Israeli military court hearings are conducted in 
Hebrew, a language which none of the Hares Boys speak. Court-appointed interpreters, also Israeli soldiers, 
are inadequate and disengaged. Family members are forced to sit in the back of the courtroom, far away 
from their loved ones, straining to hear and understand.

If the process of attending the court hearings is difficult, visitation in the prisons is even harder. It was 
nearly three months before Ali Shamlawi’s parents were able to visit him in Megiddo, which according 
to DCI-P is an average amount of time. By late June 2013, Tamer Souf’s parents still were not allowed to 
visit him, though his siblings obtained permission. Three young children traveling for hours without their 
parents, through army checkpoints to visit their imprisoned brother, himself a terrorized, traumatized child. 
Mohammed Suleiman’s father, who lives in Jordan, was allowed only one visit in almost four years, since it 
is extremely difficult to get an entry permit from Jordan into present-day Israel.

Although the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) organizes the Palestine Family Visits 
Program, it is the Israeli military that administers and oversees actual prison visitation. Only immediate 
family members of the incarcerated are permitted to apply for a visitation permit from ICRC; even if they 
are granted this permission, the Israeli military can overrule it at any time, banning potential applicants 
for an indefinite period of time. The denial of permits is seemingly arbitrary. Formerly incarcerated family 
members are nearly always denied visitation rights. 
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For those family members who are lucky to receive the visitation permit, the hardships continue. As the 
prisons are located inside 1948 Palestine (currently Israel), the trip is very long and passes through Israeli 
army checkpoints. When they arrive at the prison, visitors are often strip-searched and forced to wait yet 
again before their 45-minute visit with their loved ones. Ali Shamlawi’s mother described her first visits with 
her son as an agonizing experience. The Hares Boys and their families are separated by glass, unable to touch 
and forced to communicate through a phone that often doesn’t work properly.

The visits are a mixture of happiness and sadness. One of the fathers was heartbroken to learn that his 
teenage son started smoking in prison. The boys were saddened at the realization that they missed their 
school exams and were falling behind with few options to help themselves. Mothers stressed about finding 
the right clothing to bring, as the prison requirements are extremely strict and new clothes are only allowed 
twice a year, in May and November. All of the families stressed about the exorbitant prices at the prison 
canteen, where nearly every item is 2-3 times more expensive than outside, putting extreme financial 
pressure on the families to provide for their sons. Meals from the Israeli Prison Service are inadequate and 
of such bad quality that people are forced to buy supplementary food items at the prison canteen – again, 
for prices much higher than outside the prison. Soap, shampoo, bedding and other items are also sold at 
the canteen, since they are not provided by the prison authorities and families are not allowed to bring 
packages from home; hence, making fat profits for certain companies contracted by the Zionist regime to 
make Palestinians pay for their own incarceration.

Ali Shamlawi with his parents in Ramon prison, in July 2016. It was the first time in more than 
three years that they had a very quick physical contact.

Mohammed Suleiman’s mother and younger brother
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Ali Shamlawi’s father and school mates at the classroom where the Hares boys are missing.

Education for Palestinian children in Israeli prisons is lacking and subject to punitive restrictions. Most of 
the Hares Boys were high school students on the path to taking their tawjihi (school-leaving) exams when 
they were arrested. In prison advanced  classes are limited to only a few subjects; the  majority of the prison 
curriculum consists of elementary level math and Arabic language courses. In Megiddo prison, where they 
have spent most of their imprisonment so far, the prison service offers 45-minute classes five days per week, 
though there is little incentive to attend if a child will not be able to reintegrate with the public school 
system when they are released. In Palestinian society education is highly respected and sought after.

Regardless of the length of time that Palestinian children spend in prison, there are numerous barriers 
for reintegration once they are released, particularly regarding education and psychological health. The 
insecurity that is bred in prison through night raids into the boys’ cells and abuse by guards results in potential 
altered behaviours upon release. Many formerly incarcerated children describe being afraid of going outside
for fear of encountering the Israeli army. There are no psychological services in prison, even for youth, so
incarcerated children are forced to suffer alone or seek the help of other incarcerated people.
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Upon completing their imprisonment, children are released at checkpoints. Parents are generally told the
date of the release, but not the exact time. This results in hours of waiting at a checkpoint for their children
to be returned from abduction by the occupier. In some cases, children are released without their parents
being informed at all, meaning the child will have to find their own way home from the checkpoint.

Israeli military authorities provide no assistance for the rehabilitation of children released from Zionist
custody. The rehabilitation services available are generally provided by Palestinian NGOs funded by
international donations 1.

As a result of the prison experience, children often face a sense of isolation and hopelessness, anger and 
aggression, nightmares and bedwetting. It is common for ex-child detainees to perform less well in school 
or drop out altogether. According to an opinion provided by Psychoactive-Mental Health Professionals 
for Human Rights (Israel), the “exposure to such potentially traumatic events is liable to have a lasting 
debilitating psychological and physiological effects”, including PTSD2.

1       One example of this is a counseling programe operated by the YMCA that provides services to approximately 350 ex-child 
detainees each year.
2      Military Court Watch.

Mohammed Keib’s siblings.

http://www.ej-ymca.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=47&Itemid=165
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PmSpm100XMa10461ALQwF9jX1yP
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Ali Shamlawi’s mother

Ammar Souf’s mother

Tamer Souf’s motherTamer’ school backpack and books

Ammar’s empty room in his family house

Mohammed Suleiman’s mother in her son’s empty room.
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PART SIX

ISRAEL’S ZIONIST MILITARY LEGAL SYSTEM1

“The Israeli military court system is not a justice system. A system interested in justice does not place children 
in solitary confinement, subject them to prolonged interrogation sessions, deny them access to counsel, and 
prosecute them relying on statements obtained through coercion.”   Ayed Abu Eqtaish, DCI-P

Since 1967, when Israel occupied the Syrian Golan Heights, the Egyptian Sinai, and the parts of historical 
Palestine it hadn’t captured in 1948 (Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza), Palestinians in these territories 
have been living under Israeli military law and are prosecuted in military courts. 

The legitimacy –and legality– of the military rule that the Israeli occupation is exercising onto a colonized 
population is no more than a very dangerous illusion. Therefore any analysis of this system must first 
acknowledge the fact that, despite all the gross violations of basic human rights and international law that 
concerns such issues as arrest, detainment, and trial, the system itself should not be in place at all. It must be 
dismantled. However, until it becomes tragic history, we shall analyze how exactly it affects the Palestinian 
population.

The Israeli military legal system is based on military orders, of which there are over 1,700. The most important 
of these is Military Order 16512. For half a century, it has authorized Israeli military commanders to exercise 
full legislative, executive and judicial authority over the Palestinian civilian population. At the same time, in 
the West Bank there are two separate legal systems operating in the same territory, according to nationality: 
Israeli military law is applied to the Palestinian population; Israeli settler-colonists living illegally in the West 
Bank (often just a few hundred meters from Palestinian towns) are subject to the Israeli civilian and criminal 
legal system. 

Since 1967, Israeli forces have arrested more than 800,000 Palestinians, or around 20% of the total 
population of the occupied territories. The majority of detainees being male, it has been estimated that 
around 40% of Palestinian male population have been arrested at any point in their life.

 • 750,000 - 800,000 Palestinian men, women and children have been detained since 1967
 • Children as young as 12 years can be prosecuted in the military courts
 • 1,004 children were detained in 2013
 • Children are most commonly prosecuted for stone throwing
 • The majority of children are detained at night and report physical and psychological abuse 
             during arrest, transfer and interrogation
 • Over 99% of cases in the military courts end in conviction
 • Around 50% of Palestinian child detainees are held in prisons in Israel in breach of Article 76 
             of the Fourth Geneva Convention

1 This section is based on information provided online by Military Court Watch (MCW) and Defence  for Children 
International-Palestine (DCI-P).
2 This order outlines the jurisdiction of the courts; regulates the rules of evidence, practice and procedure; and contains 
the military criminal code for the West Bank. As such, the order regulates the arrest and detention of suspects and establishes a 
list of crimes and punishments. The types of crimes or ‘security offences’ listed in the order range from causing death, throwing 
objects including stones, to participating in protests and attending political meetings at which more than 10 people are present. All 
military orders are published only in Hebrew. Source: Military Court Watch (MCW).

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/children_in_military_custody_full_report.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SNHdhRow9Pa30432AKJqGwVetO9
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Legal experts have pointed out numerous times that Israeli military courts do not guarantee the right to a 
fair trial and do not comply with legal and international standards of due process. The two military courts 
operating today in which Palestinians of the West Bank are being convicted are located in Ofer military base 
(near Ramallah) and Salem military base (near Jenin).

Persons accused of offences often see their lawyer for the first time inside the military courtroom. After a 
varying series of ‘court hearings’, cases typically end with a plea bargain: since bail is denied, the quickest 
way out of the system is to plead guilty, whether the offence was committed or not. This partly explains why 
the conviction rate for Palestinians in Israeli military courts is over 99 per cent. The plea bargain involves 
paying often unaffordable amounts of money to the Israeli authorities as a way to reduce the length of the 
prison term. For example, a person is sentenced to 2 years in prison and a NIS 4,000 (US $1,000) ‘fine’; failure 
to pay would result in several months added to the sentence. It is basically a legalized form of extortion 
aimed at profiting from Palestinians and breaking them financially.

According to MCW, there are currently around 20 regular army judges and 150 reservist judges serving in 
the military courts. The prosecutorial staff members and other court staff are all serving Israeli military 
personnel. A single military court judge has the jurisdiction to impose a maximum penalty of 10 years 
imprisonment. For longer sentences, a panel of three judges is required. 

Proceedings in the military courts are conducted in Hebrew. The court supplies military translators, but their 
work is often of poor quality and does not allow defendants to follow the process properly. Consequently, 
people whose lives are being discussed at the court often have no way of knowing what is being said about 
them. The judgments of the court are also published in Hebrew (in violation of Article 65 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention)1. 

There are approximately two dozen Palestinian and Israeli lawyers who defend Palestinians in Israeli 
military courts. Most lawyers are provided free of charge by the Palestinian Authority; but they have such 
overwhelming number of defendants that the service they provide is almost useless. Some lawyers work 
for local NGOs financed by foreign donors; others are private lawyers, and their huge fees are paid by the 
defendants’ families, as the Israeli military authorities do not provide legal aid. 

Additionally, the Israeli apartheid system does not respect Palestinian lawyers in court; often interrupted, 
visibly ignored and censored, many lose faith that anything at all can be accomplished to the benefit of the 
defendant. In such cases Palestinian lawyers whose job it is to defend Palestinian civilians in front of an 
occupying military power serve only to keep the illusion of a legal due process. In reality, their legal skills and 
the strength of the defendant’s case has no impact whatsoever on the final verdict. 

1 For more information on the military courts and judges see the documentary film The Law in These Parts.

https://www.thelawfilm.com/eng%23%21/the-film
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Children in the military system
Israel is the only country in the world that systematically prosecutes children in military courts. That is, 
Palestinian children–no Israeli child comes into contact with the military court system. Each year, around 
500-700 Palestinian children are arrested, detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system1. 
Since 2000, around 7,000 Palestinian children have been detained and prosecuted, the majority charged 
with throwing stones. As of February 2016, there were 440 Palestinian children in Israeli detention for so-
called ‘security’ offenses, the highest total since the Israel Prison Service (IPS) started providing figures in 
2008. Almost one in four of these children (104) are aged 12-15.

Solitary confinement is the most common form of torture (used as punishment) against Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli prisons. Children are also held in solitary confinement while being subjected to repeated and 
prolonged interrogations, with the apparent purpose of obtaining a confession. During these interrogations, 
children report being forced to sit for hours in a low metal chair secured to the floor of the room, with their 
hands and feet cuffed to the chair. 

In its report No Way to Treat a Child, DCI-P documented 66 children held in solitary confinement, for an 
average period of 13 days, during the reporting period. More than 90% of those held in solitary confinement 
produced a ‘confession’.

The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Juan Méndez, called for a complete ban on the use of solitary 
confinement for children in a report submitted to the UN General Assembly in 2011. He asserted that when 
“used intentionally during pretrial detention as a technique for the purpose of obtaining information or a 
confession,” solitary confinement amounts to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. In 2012, UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in the occupied Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, 
condemned Israel’s use of solitary confinement against Palestinian children saying it “flagrantly violates 
international human rights standards.”

1 Defence of Children International-Palestine (DCI-P).

Graphic representations of the criminalization of children.

http://www.dci-palestine.org/issues_military_detention
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©Military Court Watch

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php%3Fid%3DJ5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
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Torture and ill-treatment
According to DCI-P, three out of four children experience physical violence during arrest, transfer or 
interrogation. 

In 2013, UNICEF released a report stating that ill-treatment of children in the Israeli military detention 
system “appears to be widespread, systematic and institutionalized” and made 38 recommendations. In 
2015, a new UNICEF report reviewing the changes made by Israeli government concluded that “reports of 
alleged ill-treatment of children during arrest, transfer, interrogation and detention have not significantly 
decreased in 2013 and 2014.” Similarly, a 2013 report from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
found that “Palestinian children arrested by the [Israeli] military and police are systematically subject to 
degrading treatment, and often to acts of torture”. In April 2016, a report from Human Rights Watch stated 
that “Palestinian children are treated in ways that would terrify and traumatize an adult” (…) “Screams, 
threats, and beatings are no way for the police to treat a child or to get accurate information from them.” 

In March 2013, UNICEF published a report which found that: “The ill-treatment of children who come in contact with the [Israeli] 
military detention system appears to be widespread, systematic and institutionalized throughout the process, from the moment 
of arrest until the child’s prosecution and eventual conviction and sentencing”. In response to this finding, the Israeli Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs stated that it would “study the conclusions and work to implement them through on-going cooperation with 
UNICEF”. 

In February 2015, UNICEF issued an update to its original report and noted that reports of “alleged ill-treatment of children during 
arrest, transfer, interrogation and detention have not significantly decreased in 2013 and 2014”. This finding also appears to be 
confirmed by evidence collected by Military Court Watch (MCW) in 2015 and 2016.

The previous graph monitors progress across 13 issues of concern and is based on 359 testimonies collected by MCW between 
2013 and 2016. This data tends to confirm UNICEF’s conclusion that the ill-treatment of children still appears to be “widespread, 
systematic and institutionalized” and there appears to have been little substantial improvement since UNICEF published its report 
in March 2013.

©Military Court Watch

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-ISR-CO-2-4.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/11/palestine-israeli-police-abusing-detained-children
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/index.php
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DCI-P’s1 report on Palestinian children in Israeli military detention states that prisoners as young as 12 are 
routinely subjected to violence, coerced confessions, and solitary confinement. According to DCI-P, their 
affidavits are evidence of “the widespread and systematic ill-treatment of Palestinian children in the Israeli 
military detention system.” 

The majority of children are kidnapped from their homes in the middle of the night by heavily armed Israeli 
soldiers, usually with great display of violence, abuse of the family and damage to the household. Several 
hours after their abduction – falsely called ‘arrest’ – children arrive at an interrogation/detention center 
alone, sleep-deprived and often bruised and scared. Interrogations tend to be coercive, including a variety of 
verbal abuse, threats and physical violence that ultimately result in a ‘confession’2. 

According to an experienced Israeli lawyer, “In military justice system the less that matters is to find the 
truth, look for evidence, and make justice. All that matters is that you sign the confession. And for that 
purpose, the system has its effective methods; especially when dealing with children.”3

Physical, verbal, and psychological abuse against detained children is widespread and enjoys total impunity 
within the system. In the period 2001-2011, more than 700 complaints alleging abuse during interrogation 
have been filed. Israeli State Attorney’s Office did not order a single criminal investigation into any of the 
complaints. On the contrary, Israeli military judges regularly accept evidence obtained through coercion or 
torture, including confessions drafted in Hebrew, a language most Palestinian children do not read or write.4

1 No Way to Treat a Child, published in April 2016, is based on the testimonies of more than 400 Palestinian children 
detained by Israeli forces between January 2012 and December 2015. In 41.7% of cases, the Israeli military arrested children from 
their homes in the middle of the night, while in 88.1% of cases, Israeli forces arrested children without notifying parents of the 
reason for arrest or the location of detention. In 416 of 429 cases –97%– children had no parent present during the interrogation 
nor access to legal counsel.
2 According to an expert psychiatric opinion provided to Physicians for Human Rights by Dr. Graciela Carmon, the 
manner in which these children are arrested and interrogated “deeply undermines the dignity and personality of the child or 
adolescent, and inflicts pain and severe mental suffering. Uncertainty and helplessness are situations that can too easily lead a 
child or adolescent to provide the requested confession, out of impulsivity, fear or submission. It is a decision that is far from 
free.” (MCW).
3 Personal anonymous testimony given to the Hares Boys Campaign.
4 Watch this video (released in November 2015) of the brutal interrogation of Ahmed Manasra (13), which has become a 
symbol of the ill-treatment of Palestinian children. Ahmed was being interrogated about his complicity with his cousin, who was 
shot dead, in an intended stabbing - although they harmed nobody. A year later he was sentenced to 12 years in prison.

http://www.phr.org.il/uploaded/False%20Confessions%20English-final-%2021%2011%202011.doc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95PAhmof0OQ
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Administrative detention is a procedure that allows the Israeli military to imprison people without charge 
or trial, presumably under ‘secret evidence’ that is never revealed, not even to the lawyers. It is applied 
for six months but can be renewed indefinitely. Some Palestinians have spent up to eight years under this 
form of arbitrary detention. As of December 2015, there were at least 660 Palestinians imprisoned by Israel 
without charge or trial. 

Although used mostly for adult detainees, in October 2015 Israeli authorities resumed the use of administrative 
detention for Palestinian children for the first time since December 2011. By February 2016, Israeli forces 
held eight Palestinian children in administrative detention.

All the above described procedures amount to systematic and grave violation of international juvenile justice 
standards, which Israel is obliged to implement as signatory of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child 
in 1991.1

There are currently 20 facilities of the Israeli Prison Service used to detain Palestinians, of which two, Ofer and 
Megiddo prisons, are most commonly used to hold children. Other facilities also used to hold children include 
Ha’sharon prison (for girls), Al Jalame and Al Moscobiyya (Russian Compound) for interrogations (Map). At 
any given time, over 85 per cent of adult detainees, and over 55 percent of child detainees (statistics), are 
held in prisons inside Israel. This violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention has been continuing for over 
four decades, and persons involved can be liable to criminal prosecution (Articles 146 and 147).

1 According to the Convention, children must not be prosecuted in military courts; detention must only be used as a measure 
of last resort; they must not be arrested at night, and must not be subjected to any form of physical violence; they must have access 
to legal representation and parents prior to and during interrogations, which must be audio-visually recorded; statements made as 
a result of torture or ill-treatment must be excluded as evidence in any proceeding; and all credible allegations of torture and ill-
treatment must be thoroughly and impartially investigated in accordance with international standards, and perpetrators brought 
promptly to justice. DCI-Palestine.

Graphic representations of the criminalization of children.

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=j3mKIAuavYa109365AP2GndpambN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=6F96EE4C7D1E72CAC12563CD0051C63A
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=F8D322BF3C0216B2C12563CD0051C654
http://www.dci-palestine.org/issues_military_detention
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Military courts for children
As a result of international criticism, in 2009 Israel established a military juvenile court, but the court uses 
the same facilities and staff as the adult courts, and is also situated in Ofer and Salem military bases. Similarly, 
the military juvenile court made no change to the time period during which a child can be denied access to 
a lawyer, nor to the circumstances in which the child should be released on bail.1 

Palestinian children are brought to the court complex in handcuffs and leg shackles, wearing brown prison 
uniforms. In many cases, they are made to wait for hours in uncomfortable surroundings before their cases 
are heard, with little or no food or access to toilet. On entering the courtroom, the handcuffs are removed 
but the leg shackles remain until the child is returned to prison at the end of the day. Once inside the 
courtroom, most children see their lawyer for the first time. Usually two family members are permitted 
entry into the court, but physical contact and communication are prohibited. For most children, the first 
hearing will be the first time since their abduction that they see their parents.

1 Two years after the establishment of the military juvenile court, Israeli organization B’Tselem assessed its impact and 
concluded that: “The rights of Palestinian minors are flagrantly violated at every stage of the proceedings concluded against them, 
from the initial arrest and removal from their homes, through interrogation and trial, to serving the prison sentence, and then 
release … The amendments to the military legislation are marginal and have failed to bring about meaningful change in the military 
system’s treatment of minors.

The boys’ friends in the village made this poster after the Hares Boys’ abduction.

www.btselem.org/publications/summaries/2011-no-minor-matter
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For Palestinian children, the minimum age for both criminal responsibility and imprisonment is 12. However, 
children aged below 12 have been arrested and kept in police stations for several hours, only being released 
upon payment of a ‘fine’. The maximum imprisonment for children 12-13 years old is 6 months, and for 
children aged 14-15 is 12 months (unless the offence carries a maximum penalty of 5 years or more)1. Despite 
the fact that the age of majority was raised from 16 to 18 in 2011, children aged 16-17 are still subject to the 
same maximum sentences as adults. 

Unlike Israeli children living in illegal colonies in the West Bank, Palestinian children under military law do 
not have legal right to have a parent present during interrogation nor to consult with a lawyer prior to it. 
There is no legal requirement for interrogations to be recorded either (unlike juvenile civil courts for Israeli 
children). The maximum period of detention without access to a lawyer is 96 hours. 

Stone-throwing is the most common charge for which Palestinian children are prosecuted in the occupier’s 
military courts2. The maximum sentences for throwing stones are between 10 and 20 years imprisonment 
(plus ‘fines’ that often run into the thousands of shekels), depending on whether a vehicle is involved and 
injury or damage occurs. 

1 Data from Military Court Watch. Nonetheless, all these provisions can be arbitrarily altered on the grounds of “security”. 
For example, above mentioned child Ahmed Manasra was sentenced to 12 years while being 14 years old.
2 By contrast, Israeli settlers are rarely prosecuted for stone-throwing, and impunity persists throughout the West Bank 
for acts of settler violence. Yesh Din, an Israeli organization that monitors criminal accountability of Israelis in the West Bank, 
reports that out of 688 complaints filed between 2005 and 2011 with Israeli authorities by Palestinians involving criminal offenses 
committed by Israeli settlers, less than 9 per cent resulted in an indictment.

?

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6a06ck7Rnqa26628AAapuBpjuFE
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DISCRIMINATION

Under international law, no state is entitled to discriminate between those over whom it exercises penal jurisdiction on the basis 
of their race or nationality. In the West Bank, Israel exercises penal jurisdiction over Palestinians and Israeli citizens living in the 
settlements. Technically, Israeli military law applies to both groups. In practice, Israeli military law is only applied to Palestinians, 
whilst civilian law, with greater rights and protections, is applied to the settlers. Some of the key differences between the two legal 
systems relevant to children are presented in the following table.

The disparity between the two systems widens considerably when the substantive law relating to offences, penalties and actual 
practice are taken into consideration. For example, there are a number of offences for which Palestinians can be prosecuted for 
under military law which simply do not exist under the civilian law applied to settlers. These offences include: a specific offence of 
throwing stones; organising an unauthorised protest; insulting a soldier; and violating a curfew. These offences carry maximum 
prison sentences ranging from 1-20 years.
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[1]Penal Law (1977) – Section 34F.
[2] Military Order 1651 – Articles 1 and 191.
[3]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 1. 
[4]Military Order 1651 – Articles 1, 136 and 168.
 [5]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 1.
 [6] In September 2011, Military Order 1676 came into effect requiring that all children below the age of 18 be tried before a military 
juvenile judge. However, provisions relating to arrest, detention, interrogation and sentencing for adults still apply to youths aged 
16 and 17.
[7]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9J.
[8]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9H. A parent is allowed to be present at all times in 
circumstances where the child has not been formally arrested, but may not intervene in the interrogation process. Exceptions 
include: Parents do not present themselves within a reasonable time; waiting for a parent would harm the investigation, the child, 
or a third party; parents cannot be located after a reasonable attempt; and a parent can be removed from the interrogation if he/
she threatens the child or disrupts the interrogation. Reasons why a parent is not present must be documented in writing by an 
authorized officer.
[9]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section I(a)(1).
[10] Military Order 1676 – Article 136 b(c) – A child must be notified that he has the right to consult with a lawyer, but this right can 
be suspended for up to 90 days in “security” related offences. (See Military Order 1651 – Article 58(c)). On arrival at a police station a 
child must be informed that he has the right to consult with a lawyer but there is no stipulation as to when this consultation should 
take place. The military courts have said on a number of occasions that a child should consult with a lawyer prior to interrogation 
but this rarely happens in practice. This is due, in part, to the fact that most children are arrested at night and generally will not have 
the contact details of a lawyer. Further, it is extremely rare for the military courts to reject evidence obtained from a child during 
interrogation in circumstances where the child did not first consult with a lawyer.
[11] In all cases other than security offences where the maximum penalty is 10 years or more (Criminal Procedure (Suspects 
Interrogation) Law (2002) – Sections 4 and 17). There is no requirement for the audio-visual recording of interrogations in security 
cases.
[12]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (2008) – Amendment 14. Children aged between 12 and 13 must be 
brought before a judge within 12 hours, and children 14 years and above must be brought before a judge within 24 hours.
[13]Military Order 1685 as amended by Military Order 1711 (effective April 2013).
[14]Military Order 1685 as amended by Military Order 1711 (effective April 2013).
[15]Military Order 1685 as amended by Military Order 1694 (effective August 2012). Note that these time periods in which a 
Palestinian child must be brought before a military court judge for the first time can be doubled in “special circumstances”.
[16]Criminal Procedures (Powers of Enforcement-Arrests) Law (1996) – Section 34 (criminal offences). In the case of security 
offences, the time period is 21 days - Section 35.
[17]Military Order 1651 – Article 56(e) (criminal offences). In the case of security offences, the time period is 60 days - Articles 58 
and 59.
[18]Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971). [19] Military Order 1726.
[20] Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 10L; Criminal Procedure (Enforement Powers-Arrests) 
Law (1996) – Section 61 – 9 months for adults, with possible extensions.
               
[21] Military Order 1651 as amended by Military Order 1711 (effective April 2013). A minor now can be detained for up to one year 
between being charged and the conclusion of his/her trial. After one year, a judge of the Military Appeals Court can extend the 
period of detention every three months, with no limit on the number of extensions.

Source: Military Court Watch.

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/index.php
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PART SEVEN

CAMPAIGN REVIEW

Since the day the five Hares Boys were abducted from their homes, people the world over have taken action 
for their freedom. We are humbled by the support that you expressed, and proud of your bravery to take a 
stand for what is right, against the Zionist system of oppression. Thank you.

We share the following in the hope that you can drive ideas for your own campaigns and actions, whether 
for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel, other political prisoners, or any just cause.
Here’s what we’ve done, the “We” being people from San Jose to Montevideo, Paris to London, Bratislava 
to New York, Manchester to Sofia, Puebla to Glasgow, Tampa to La Paz, Santiago de Chile to Nottingham, 
and Palestine:

- We wrote letters to politicians, focusing on the British public who use their democratic right to demand 
response from their elected Members of Parliament. This resulted in at least four Questions at the British 
Parliament being asked  to the British Foreign Office [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] specifically about the 
Hares Boys, putting the case into the spotlight, cornering the Foreign Office, and showing the Israeli 
establishment that the world is watching. Questions were also asked in the Spanish Parliament and the 
European Parliament, all due to pressure from the public – you. Although official government replies were 
rather vague and in no way binding for action, it is important to keep the issue on governmental levels, 
among others.

- We contacted our embassies and consular representatives in Ramallah, Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, asking them 
to attend the Hares Boys’ military court ‘hearings’ and see for themselves justice not being done. Although 
we received several replies, most remained silent. This is another indication of how deep the Zionist system 
is entrenched and how scared our own governments are of it. However if our diplomatic representatives 
didn’t go, we did. At least a dozen individuals with foreign passports attended ‘hearings’ at Salem military 
court, witnessing its horribleness and expressing support to the families, as well as showing the system that 
the world is watching its crimes – and its patience is not forever.
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- We organized protests and demonstrations in numerous cities, mostly in Europe and Latin America. Their 
aims were twofold: to inform the general public of the plight of Palestinians in Zionist occupation jails, with 
a special focus on the Hares Boys case; and to demand justice and freedom, sending a clear message to the 
oppressor that the oppressed have allies, and to those who are still not sure whether standing up for justice 
in a far-away place is worth the trouble – that yes, it very much is.

- We set up online crowdfunding projects to help the Boys’ 
families to deal with the financial burden associated with 
having a family member imprisoned. We reached our target 
sums with your generous support.

- We organized events at our local community centers to 
bring the plight of Palestinians in Zionist captivity to the 
general public and Palestine supporters in our cities. We 
shared stories, food, music, and ideas for actions.

- We ran various social media campaigns, aiming to use these 
online tools for communication and networking.
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- With the help of local activists and Palestine solidarity campaigners, we managed to bring Ali Shamlawi’s 
mother Neimeh to Britain to meet Members of Parliament, to whom she presented her son’s story. They 
promised to see how they can help. The meeting boosted the families’ morale and their hope that someone 
from the outside would intervene.

- We wrote letters to the Boys and their families at our community events, and posted them to Palestine. 
Israeli prison authorities refused to allow the dangerous letters of support inside Megiddo occupation prison, 
where the youth were being held. But we nevertheless connected the issue of political imprisonment in 
Palestine and the US (New York).

- We encouraged people to support BDS –boycott, divestment, sanctions against the Zionist entity of Israel. 
In particular, we focused on the British security corporation G4S that is providing equipment to Israeli 
prisons and interrogation centers in which Palestinians are being held against international law, abused and 
tortured. In March 2016, G4S announced that it would end its Israeli contracts in 12-24 months, bowing to 
BDS pressure.

Um Fadi in London ©Inminds 2014

Mahmoud Sarsak, whom Israel also kept in one of its prisons for 3 years without charges, demanding justice for the Hares Boys,at 
G4S headquarters in London.
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-We contacted local and international media outlets who interviewed the families and produced reports on 
their case.

- We asked the brilliant Brazilian cartoonist Carlos Latuff to make an image for the Hares Boys that we could 
use for the campaign. He produced three –out of love for Palestine, freedom, and justice. This was a very 
valuable visual addition to the campaign.

- We initiated a petition, signed by more than 2,000 people to date, that demands freedom for the Hares 
Boys.

Let us be honest here. Not everything we’ve done bore fruit. But our strategy from the very beginning 
has been to cover as many fronts as possible, because somewhere something has to move, and it will. We 
believe that all our efforts have helped the Boys’ families maintain their sanity in the face of human tragedy. 
We hope that we have reached people who wouldn’t have otherwise got involved, or had no idea how the 
colonization of Palestine is being implemented through mass imprisonment. Knowledge is the first step 
towards action. We hope this step is taken and that it’s huge. No single action alone will stop Zionism and 
save Palestine’s children from prison. But if none is taken, there is no hope at all.

We thank each and every one of you who have contributed to the Hares Boys campaign in any way. 

We hope you stay with us, and with all the Palestinians in Israeli jails, until victory.
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PART EIGHT

CONNECTING STRUGGLES

Anyone who has lived under a dictatorship, colonial or authoritarian regime knows very well that justice 
is nowhere to be found under such regimes. The rule of law is absent for people living under the boot of 
a hostile, enemy power which seeks to disempower or completely eliminate them. This is also the case of 
Palestine, where the Zionist regime, since its very inception, has been seeking the total erasure of the native 
people, replacing them with (preferably white, middle and upper-class) Jewish immigrants from Europe, 
Russia, the USA, and elsewhere. For this purpose, every available tool is engaged, especially one that serves 
several goals at the same time. Incarceration is one such tool: it intends to damage both the mind and the 
body, the individual and the community. It deletes entire lives, some temporarily, others forever; it also 
helps maintain the sense of insecurity both among the imprisoned and the imprisoning in order to sustain 
the oppression. 

Colonial regimes practice mass imprisonment as a way of ensuring obedience, crushing resistance, 
controlling and terrorizing the population. Their goal is to make people live in constant fear, so that they 
wouldn’t revolt against oppression. That was the case in Northern Ireland, in apartheid South Africa, in Latin 
American dictatorships, in Algeria, Congo and other African countries under European colonialism, be it 
French, Belgian, Dutch, or British.
 
In oppression worldwide, details might differ but the concept remains the same. It takes only a quick look at 
the plight of oppressed peoples the world over to understand that their struggle is the same struggle. Perhaps 
that is why on the walls of Belfast, North of Ireland, murals are painted that express solidarity between Irish 
and Palestinian political prisoners; in paintings they shake hands through prison bars, in real life they feel 
each other’s struggles. Perhaps that is why, in February 2012, when Palestinian baker Khader Adnan hit the 
53rd day of hunger strike against his illegal detention, former Irish hunger striker Tommy McKearney sent a 
video message of solidarity to Khader and his family: “The world must intervene to save this man’s life in the 
name of humanity, in the name of decency, in the name of justice and legality.” Perhaps that is why a man 
arrested at a Black Lives Matter protest in New York City is wearing a t-shirt that says “Palestine”. Perhaps 
that is why Nelson Mandela, who himself spent almost three decades in prison at the hands of the South 
African apartheid regime, famously said that “We all know… that our freedom is incomplete without the 
freedom of the Palestinians.”

For the struggle for freedom is one. The oppression, too.

https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/video-former-irish-hunger-strikers-message-khader-adnan-palestinian-prisoner-55
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/video-former-irish-hunger-strikers-message-khader-adnan-palestinian-prisoner-55
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Israel is working hard to try to make the Palestinian people disappear. The entire matrix of control designed 
by Zionism aims to make Palestinians’ lives so miserable that they would give up and leave, therefore clearing 
the land for the Jewish people. 

But all oppressed peoples resist and struggle for freedom, as is their right; and they face repression for daring 
to challenge the status quo. Palestine is no exception in that respect. The difference is, perhaps, that Zionists 
have been uniquely successful in imposing their narrative –especially in the so-called ‘Western world’– to 
present themselves, the real oppressors, as the victims of ‘savage’ Arab enemies from whom they need to 
‘defend’ themselves. 

The Hares Boys is but one case among many others of Palestinian children subjected to a military system 
whose ultimate goal is to destroy the social fabric of a people by destroying its youth, and with them the family 
relations and community networks that sustain them. The cost of this system of constant persecution and 
punishment of youth, as well as of mass incarceration, can be measured in its social impacts: the disruption 
of young people’s ordinary life activities –school, university, employment, marriage, friendships– results 
in huge psychological damage for the victims and their families, with little psychological help available. 
Children return from prison without motivation to study and often drop out of school; they lose respect 
for their parents who weren’t able to defend them from armed men in uniform who came to their house 
to kidnap them for Israel; they are forced to live in fear of the prison experience to be repeated. It is the 
feeling of not being able to conduct a normal life (something expressed repeatedly by Palestinians of all 
ages and walks of life as their main aspiration and longing), to project themselves into a future of positive 
developments for them and for their loved ones. It is the devastating feeling that life is simply unbearable 
and impossible.
 
The only source of hope in justice for the Hares Boys and all
Palestinian political prisoners is and will be organizing 
the resistance –inside and outside Palestine– to defeat 
the Zionist regime that fabricates prisoners, and profits 
immensely from them. We are all called to join the struggle.
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PART NINE

CALL TO ACTION

After the boys received their 15-year prison sentence in January 2016, we stated in our press release: 

“Almost three years of legal battles in military courts that have a record of convicting Palestinians at a rate 
very close to 100%.

Almost three years of military court ‘hearings’ that last just a few minutes, conducted by Israeli military 
personnel in Hebrew, a language neither the boys nor their families understand; the soldier-translator would 
rarely do their job properly and would instead prefer to play with their phone.

Almost three years of dozens – well over 100 – such ‘hearings’ in metal cages that pass for a House of Justice, 
only to find out that your incarceration is prolonged once again.

Almost three years knowing that you ‘confessed’, under torture, of throwing stones at settler cars, that you 
‘confessed’ after being beaten up and psychologically intimidated, and spending days in solitary confinement 
without access to a lawyer, and that this ‘confession’ is the only ‘evidence’ the military tribunal has against 
you, yet that it would probably be enough for them to convict you.

Almost three years of mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers not knowing whether you would be home for 
the next Ramadan or to finish your high school exams. Not knowing when they could finally hug you and 
talk to you without a broken telephone through a dirty glass window.

Almost three years of international efforts to bring the case of the Hares Boys to the eyes and consciences 
of those in power, and to demand justice. We invited you to protest, organize demonstrations, write to your 
MPs, write to your embassy in Tel Aviv, attend military court ‘hearings’, collect money to help the families 
deal with the financial burden, to spread the message about the injustice being committed to these young 
lives of Palestine. And you responded, in your hundreds and in your thousands, from Costa Rica to France, 
from Mexico to Britain. We thank you for that. You’ve been a lifeline of support to the boys’ families in such 
devastating time.

!
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But the fight is not over.
If we stop demanding justice, five young men are to spend the next 15 years of their lives in 
prison. For them and other prisoners, their families, communities and their people, we must 
continue the struggle.

We invite you all, wherever you are, to join hands with us, to strengthen the efforts to 
achieve justice and FREEDOM for the five youth of Hares, Palestine.

Now more than ever we need to mobilize, denounce, and pressure Israel and international 
bodies to demand that this policy of punishing and criminalizing young Palestinians comes to an end. There 
are many things that we can do:

   * Educate ourselves, discuss these issues with our communities and solidarity groups; organise and 
participate in collective actions in support of Palestinian political prisoners.
  
         *Join, support and/or follow organizations including Samidoun (Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity 
Network), Defence of Children International-Palestine (DCI-P), Addameer (Prisoner Support and Human 
Rights Association), who work inside and outside Palestine for Palestinian prisoners.

   * DCI-P has recently launched a global campaign called No Way to Treat a Child to raise awareness 
and mobilize political action in support of Palestinian children whose fundamental rights are violated under 
Zionist colonial military regime. Join the campaign and take action in your own community!

   * Join the global BDS movement. Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions is the strategy which has 
proved to be the most effective in exerting pressure on Israel and raising the cost of maintaining its colonial 
apartheid regime until it can no longer sustain itself. 

   * Finally, support the Palestinian people by getting rid of the incapacitating fear to speak out for 
truth and justice. Zionism imposes its narrative and might by threatening and silencing people who do not 
fear  to expose the criminal nature of its ideology: activists, academics, artists, journalists, and politicians 
worldwide are being ridiculed, threatened, fired, deported. The Zionists are currently carrying out an 
aggressive criminalization campaign against the global BDS movement, precisely because it is working. Do 
not be afraid and do not give in to their bullying. Do carry on and join the vast international solidarity 
network in support of the Palestinian people. 

           * Stand on the right side 
of History, and help it move 
towards defeating Zionism 
and its tool, apartheid 
Israel, just as people around 
the world defeated other 
criminal, racist, colonial and 
despotic regimes. Palestinians 
have not given up after seven 
decades. We cannot afford 
losing hope and leaving them 
alone in their struggle. 

Let us help bring about 
freedom for the Hares Boys, 
for all political prisoners, and 
for the Palestinian people, 
in Palestine and around the 
world, who live up to their 
belief that to exist is to resist.

!

http://samidoun.net
http://www.dci-palestine.org
http://www.addameer.org
http://nwttac.dci-palestine.org
https://bdsmovement.net
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RESOURCES / FURTHER READING

Full story, updates on the Hares Boys case: http://haresboys.wordpress.com 

Defence for Children International-Palestine: http://www.dci-palestine.org

Military Court Watch: http://www.militarycourtwatch.org 

Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network http://samidoun.net 

Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association http://www.addameer.org 

Campaign No Way to Treat a Child http://nwttac.dci-palestine.org

Reports & Testimonies

No Way to Treat a Child: Palestinian Children in the Israeli Military Detention System by DCI-Palestine, April 
2016

Inside Megiddo’s juvenile section, an Israeli prison for Palestinian children by DCI-Palestine, April 2016

Palestine: Israeli Police Abusing Detained Children by Human Rights Watch, April 2016

Imprisonment of Children by Addameer, February 2016

Photo project Detained: Confessions of Palestinian Children Imprisoned by Israel by Samar Hazboun

http://haresboys.wordpress.com
http://www.dci-palestine.org
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org
http://samidoun.net
http://www.addameer.org
http://nwttac.dci-palestine.org
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/dcipalestine/pages/1527/attachments/original/1460665378/DCIP_NWTTAC_Report_Final_April_2016.pdf?1460665378
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/dcipalestine/pages/1527/attachments/original/1460665378/DCIP_NWTTAC_Report_Final_April_2016.pdf?1460665378
http://www.dci-palestine.org/inside_megiddo_s_juvenile_section_an_israeli_prison_for_palestinian_children_part_1_daily_life
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/11/palestine-israeli-police-abusing-detained-children
http://www.addameer.org/the_prisoners/children
http://samarhazboun.com/detainedsamarhazboun.com/detained



